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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a response to the Applicant's filing on July 10 th , 2003. In virtue of this filing, 
claims 1-18 are currently presented in the instant application. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on December 23 rd , 2003 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Drawings Objections 

2. The drawings are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Drawing lines in all figures are not uniform; 

Textual characters should be put in all the boxes; and 
Reference numerals in all figures are not sufficiently clear. 

Corrected drawing sheets are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment 
of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. 
The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a 
drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement 
sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes 
made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional 
replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. The 
replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 
1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted 
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by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in 
the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-2 and 10-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Schoch 
(U.S. Patent No. 4,034,259). 

With respect to claim 1, Schoch discloses, in Fig. 2, an automatic backup lighting control 
circuit comprising (1) a voltage supply (which is connected to terminals [81, 82]), (2) a 
switching mechanism [53] communicating with the voltage supply, (3) a current sensing device 
[95] communicating with the voltage supply and the switching mechanism [53], (4) a primary 
lamp [18] communicating with the current sensing device [95] and the voltage supply, and (5) a 
secondary lamp [19] communicating with the switching mechanism [53], wherein the current 
sensing device [95] activates the switching mechanism [53] to direct voltage to the secondary 
lamp [19] when the current sensing device [95] senses low amperage from its connection with 
the primary lamp [18]. 

With respect to claim 2, Schoch discloses an enclosure [1 1, 27] (see Fig. 1) for housing 
the primary lamp [18], the secondary lamp [19], the switching mechanism [53], the current 
sensing device [95], and the voltage supply. 
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With respect to claim 10, Schoch discloses, in Fig. 2, an automatic backup lighting 
control circuit and a corresponding method comprising (1) electrically connecting a switching 
mechanism [53] with a voltage supply (which is connected to terminals [81, 82]), (2) electrically 
connecting a current sensing device [95] with the voltage supply and the switching mechanism 
[53], (3) electrically connecting a primary lamp [18] with the current sensing device [95] and the 
voltage supply, (4) electrically connecting a secondary lamp [19] with the switching mechanism 
[53], (5) providing voltage to the primary lamp [18], and (6) switching the supply of voltage to 
the secondary lamp [19] when the current sensing device [95] senses low amperage from its 
connection with the primary lamp [18]. 

With respect to claim 11, Schoch discloses a further step of providing an enclosure [11, 
27] (see Fig. 1) for housing the primary lamp [18], the secondary lamp [19], the switching 
mechanism [53], the current sensing device [95], and the voltage supply. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5 . Claims 1 7- 1 8 are allowed. 

6. Claims 3-9 and 12-16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

7. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Prior art fails to disclose or fairly suggest: 

• A highway light with an automatic backup lighting system wherein the current 

sensing device includes a current transformer and an ECS board, in combination with 
the remaining claimed limitations as called for in claim 3; 
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• A highway light with an automatic backup lighting system wherein the switching 
mechanism includes relay having coil and common, normally closed and normally 
open terminals, in combination with the remaining claimed limitations as called for in 
claim 4 (claims 5-8 would be allowable since they are dependent on claim 4); 

• A highway light with an automatic backup lighting system further including a voltage 
transformer communicating with the voltage supply, the switching mechanism, and 
the current sensing device, in combination with the remaining claimed limitations as 
called for in claim 9; 

• A method for providing automatic backup lighting for a highway light wherein the 
step of electrically connecting the current sensing device with the voltage supply and 
the switching mechanism includes providing a current transformer and an ECS board 
as part of the current sensing device and connecting a normally open terminal in the 
ECS board with the switching mechanism, in combination with the remaining 
claimed limitations as called for in claim 12; 

• A method for providing automatic backup lighting for a highway light wherein the 
step of electrically connecting the switching mechanism with the voltage supply 
includes providing a relay as part of the switching mechanism and connecting the 
voltage supply with a common terminal of the relay, in combination with the 
remaining claimed limitations as called for in claim 13 (claims 14-15 would be 
allowable since they are dependent on claim 13); 

• A method for providing automatic backup lighting for a highway light further 
including the step of electrically connecting a voltage transformer to the voltage 
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supply, the switching mechanism, and the current sensing device, in combination with 
the remaining claimed limitations as called for in claim 16; and 
• A backup lighting circuit for a highway light including (1) a powered relay 
communicating with the voltage supply, the relay having a coil, and common, 
normally closed and normally open terminals and wherein the common terminal is 
connecting to the voltage supply and the common and normally closed terminal are 
connected with the primary lamp, and (2) a current sensing device having a current 
transformer and an ECS board and communicating with the voltage supply, the 
switching mechanism and the primary lamp, the ECS board having a normally open 
terminal connected with the coil of the relay, in combination with the remaining 
claimed limitations as called for in independent claim 17 (claim 18 is allowed since it 
is dependent on claim 17). 

Citation of relevant prior art 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicants 

disclosure. 

Prior art Geanous et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,767,968) discloses an electrical control system. 
Prior art Murata et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,227,1 19) discloses a lighting device. 

Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuy V. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-1828. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00 AM -5:00 PM). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don Wong can be reached on (571) 272-1834. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
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